January 2017 Glen Allen
    January was easily the cloudiest month ever recorded at this station with only two days that were totally clear.  January had two days with the lowest minimum temperature ever recorded for January at this station and yet the month had 16 days above freezing the most consecutive days on record; the previous record was 9 days in January 2013. Only 11 days were below freezing during the month; the previous record low was 16 in 2013. The average minimum temperature was 1.4°F warmer than the previous highest average minimum temperature for January. The 50.1°F highest minimum was the second warmest on record for the month. The highest maximum of 72.1 on the 12th was the second highest on record for January and came only 77 hours and 42 minutes after the lowest temperature ever recorded in January. The average ground temperature was the highest ever recorded for January at 45.1°F.  January’s monthly mean temp. was 41.9°F, a +5.3°F departure and the second warmest on record for the month yet there were 3 days that the maximum temperature was 32°F or less.  The minimum of 2.5°F on the 8th & 9th were the coldest recorded for January and the second lowest minimum temperature recorded for this station. The maximum of 25.9°F on the 9th was the lowest maximum for the month. The 38.4°F temperature range on the 31st was the second largest temperature range for January.  
    The highest barometric pressure was 30.85 inches on January 9th which was the second highest pressure ever recorded at this station and the highest since February 28, 2015 when the pressure was 30.87 inches.
   The average relative humidity for January was 71.4 percent, the highest on record for January, and a +6.9 percent departure for the month. 
     The precipitation for January was 4.63 inches, a departure of +1.40 inches and the second greatest for January with 14 days with measurable precipitation which tied the record for the most days in January.
     The snowfall for January was 6.6 inches which was a +0.3 inch departure. The single day total of 6.5 inches on the 7th was the 3rd greatest on record for January. The maximum wind for the month was 33 mph on the 12th. 
The Richmond International Airport
         The Airport tied one and broke three daily records for January.  The 0°F temperature on January 9th was the lowest temperature for the date; the previous record was 1°F in 1940 and only 13 Januarys have had a lower temperature.  The daily mean for the 9th was 12°F and only ten Januarys have had a lower daily mean. The 7.0 inches of snow recorded on the 7th was the most snow for the date; the previous record was 5.5 inches recorded in 1912. The 4°F temperature range on January 21st was the lowest for the date; the previous record was 5°F in 2010. The 3°F temperature range on January 22nd was tied with the lowest temperature for the date set also in 2010 and only ten Januarys have had a lower temperature range. The mean temperature was 41.6 °F with a departure of +3.7°F making it the 26th warmest mean in 120 years. The average minimum temperature was 33.3 °F which was the 17th warmest minimum temperature on record and ranked higher than the monthly mean because of all the cloudy damp nights. From January 11th to January 27th a period of 17 days the temperature stayed above freezing. This has never happened before in the past 120 years of January records for Richmond. The next closest record is 14 days from January 1st to January 14th of 2005.
          The 4.23 inches of precipitation was a departure of +1.25 inches making it the 30th largest January rainfall amount since 1887. The 7.0 inches of snow on the 7th tied for the 25th largest snow in January and January had 5 days with measurable snow on the ground. 
