
November 2013 Precipitation Summary 

Several fast moving cold fronts moved across the Mid-Atlantic States during November.  
These brought brief periods of precipitation producing 0.25 inches or less.  A couple of 
exceptions were around the 1st and the 7th.  According to CoCoRaHS reports, rainfall on 
the 1st was around 0.50-0.75 inches across the south side Hampton Roads into 
Northeast North Carolina.  Similar amounts fell on the 7th and extended into the 
Peninsula.  Highest rainfall was around Newport News and Hampton with 0.75 inches.  
In each case, areas to the north and west had less than 0.25 inches of precipitation.  
 

On November 12th, a cold front moved very quickly from north to south during the early 
afternoon.  This was a very dynamic front that produced gusty winds…especially near 
the immediate Southeast Virginia/Northeast North Carolina coasts where north winds 
gusted up to 40 mph!  Temperatures fell about 10 to 15 degrees within an hour of the 
frontal passage, and a relatively pleasant and mild morning turned into a blustery 
afternoon.  There was not a lot of moisture to tap into with this front, and scattered 
showers only produced a few hundredths of an inch of precipitation (including a few 
reports of snow).  The first flakes of the 2013-2014 winter season were reported at 
Wallops Island, Richmond, and Elizabeth City which only amounted to a trace of snow.  
More widespread snowfall occurred later that day farther south in the Carolinas. 
 

An upper level disturbance moved through the area on the night of the 15th and 16th.  
Most inland locations reported around 0.25 inches of rain, however CoCoRaHS and 
other sources of rainfall data indicate that 0.50-0.75 inches fell in the northern and 
western parts of the Richmond area and in portions of the Northern Neck.  Locations 
near the coast received very little rain from this system. 
 
The most widespread and significant rainfall event was on the 26th and 27th when an 
intensifying low pressure system moved out of the Gulf of Mexico and along the Eastern 
Seaboard.  Precipitation was fairly continuous both days.  Temperatures were mild 
toward the coast but remained in the 40s over the Eastern Piedmont region.  At 
Richmond, temperatures warmed to around 60 degrees during the overnight hours of 
the 26th into the 27th.  Temperatures then fell during the day on the 27th, and a few 
snowflakes mixed in at a few locations as the precipitation ended in the afternoon and 
evening (including Richmond).  However, there were no reports of measurable snow 
throughout the area.  Rainfall ranged from 2.00-3.00 inches along and west of Interstate 
95 and decreased to 1.00-1.50 inches toward the coast.  
 
Total precipitation values for November 2013 were unusually well-distributed.  
Precipitation that occurred over southeastern areas early in the month were balanced 
by nearly equivalent precipitation that fell over western areas late in the month.  The 
highest totals reported were at Glen Allen and Ashland with 3.70 inches, yet nearly all 
locations received at least 2.00 inches for the month.  Although the largest 
concentration of 3.00+ inches was west-northwest of the Richmond Metro area, portions 
of Southeast Virginia and Northeast North Carolina also received over 3.00 inches.  



 


