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A Message from the President

Dear VCS Members,

I hope everyone is having a great camellia season so far.   We are very excited about  our Flower Show this year scheduled for  March 23rd, 2013 at the Norfolk Botanical Gardens.  Makes plans now for the show is just around the corner.  I am hoping there is no more severe weather and we have plenty of blooms at the show!

If you haven’t been to one of our shows, I suggest you come out and, maybe even, enter a bloom (or several) for judging.   We have a special category for novices so don’t be shy.  By entering the show, you will learn more about camellias.

I wanted to update all of you on our success at the Albert G. Horton Veterans Cemetery’s transplanting of Mel and Ella Stallings Camellia Collection.  We still have 21 camellias of the original 25 that are still doing fairly well.  That may not seem to be a great rate of return, but the plants were very large and we struggled to get them out of the ground with as much root system as possible.  We will be keeping our fingers crossed this summer!  

I have made arrangements with Belinda, Mel and Ella’s Daughter, to return to their collection and apply airlayers this spring for removal this summer.  We have all decided, after last fall’s digging challenge, that this would be the best way to get their collection out to the cemetery.  After growing them for a year we will then make another trip to the cemetery for the final planting.  

I will be applying the airlayers following the VCS Air layering Workshop at the Norfolk Botanical Gardens on April 6th, 2013.  If you are interested in following me out to Mel and Ella’s House that afternoon, please let me know at the workshop.  I will update you all in the next newsletter about our success and progress moving this prized collection.

Thank you for all of your support this year and please keep up the effort by bringing someone new to an event this year.  

Sincerely,
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Marcus E. Jones

President, Virginia Camellia Society

*************************************************

From Your ACS State Director –Moriah Hults

Hey Guys! I hope you are enjoying this beautiful camellia season! 


If you haven’t already done so I would really like to encourage you to join the American Camellia Society. When I began my role as State Director, one of my goals become to grow ACS, with a passionate group of Camellia lovers from Virginia!  The American Camellia Society is a really wonderful group of people, from all walks of life, that live all across this nation, and share a common bond, a love of Camellias.  Whether it’s growing or showing, we all love our big bloomers!  It is so much fun to meet people from all over the country, and to fellowship at different events! When you join ACS you will also receive so many wonderful educational publications; you will be a camellia expert in no time at all! There are so many more wonderful membership benefits I don’t have space to include them below. Please contact me if you are interested! One exclusive membership benefit is if you join through me The Virginia Camellia Society is including a complimentary Camellia air layer propagated at the Hoffheimer Collection at the Norfolk Botanical Garden.

I am currently in a National Competition with the other ACS State Directors trying to enroll the most new members. I am signing new members on behalf of the Virginia Camellia Society.  The deadline for my entries is April 30, 2013. It has been a long time since Virginia has won, and I believe that same gentleman has won for several years now.  I have been joking with this man from the west coast all winter that there is a new kid on the block and that I’m going to win this year.  So if you haven’t joined ACS yet.  Help me out a little! ( The prize if I win would benefit our local society.  It is $200 in ACS merchandise which we could use for promotional items at our events. I also wouldn’t mind the bragging rights with those West Coast Guys ( 

A single or joint membership holds the same membership cost of only $30.00 per year.

If you have any questions or would like to help me with my membership goal please feel free to contact me and I will help you in any way that I can! My email address is moriahhults_vcs_acs@yahoo.com  and my phone number is (757)652-8949
Thank you for your support guys and I hope to see you soon!

Moriah Hults
Hydrangea and Conifer Gardener

Norfolk Botanical Garden Gardener

Virginia Camellia Society Board Member

American Camellia Society State Director - Virginia

www.nbgs.org    www.camellias.acs.org  www.vacamelliasociety.org
******************************************

MONTHLY CARE REMINDERS FOR YOUR CAMELLIAS

March is a prime time for Grafting, Air-Layering and pruning plants that have stopped blooming.  This is also a good time to capture your blooms with a photo!
As we move into April, many camellias will stop their blooming and this is the prime time to prune them.  Fertilize with 16-4-8. For a large plant (6ft or higher) sprinkle 1 cup of fertilizer at the drip line. Water in the fertilizer after applying. If scale or insect problems are observed spray plants with dormant oil (Volck)
VIRGINIA CAMELLIA SOCIETY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2013

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY!

Watch for future revised editions, up-dates, cancellations etc. on our website vacamelliasociety.org or in the VCS newsletter, the garden sections of the VA-Pilot and Daily Press.  (Please be sure we have your correct, current email address.)

*  *  *  * 

FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2013, 

1:00PM—3:00PM 

SET-UP FOR SPRING SHOW & PLANT SALE 

NBG BAKER HALL

Volunteers needed for show set-up.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2013, 

8:00AM—4:00PM

VCS SPRING CAMELLIA SHOW & PLANT SALE   NBG BAKER HALL                  Placement Committee volunteers must have your own blooms entered by 8:30 so you can help others entering blooms.  You do not have to be a member to enter camellia blooms in the show.  There is an award for novice growers.  Judging begins promptly at 10:30.  Show not open to public until judging is over (approx. 12:30).

Plant sales will begin at 10:00, not before, and end when all available plants are sold or at 4:00 p.m.  VA Camellia Society & Norfolk Botanical Society members show your membership card at NBG gate.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2013, 

9:30AM—1230PM

HANDS-ON WORKSHOP

NBG HOFHEIMER CAMELLIA GARDEN, 

We will be teaching air layering, pruning, fertilizing and maintenance of your camellias.  Bring pruning shears and sharp knife. You will be volunteering at NBG so be sure to sign in.  Free & open to the public.  Bad weather date April 13.  

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 20 - 21 2013, 9AM—4PM, Sat., 10AM – 4PM Sunday

ANNUAL HERB AND PLANT SALE FESTIVAL, at the FRED HEUTTE CENTER, 1000 Botetourt Gardens, Ghent Square, Norfolk 23507

Information table, air-layering and pruning demo, sell camellia plants from BCWN.  Volunteers needed both days.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2013,

13th ANNUAL GARDENING EVENT

at CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT UNIVERSITY We can do air-layering demos.  Supplies will be needed for demonstrations also.  Volunteers needed to "talk camellias", sell plants if available, and enjoy other activities at this event. There is usually a keynote speaker.

FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY, MAY 10- 12, 2013, 

GARDENER’S MARKET at NBG.  We sell air-layers that have been held over 1-2 years in NBG’s greenhouse, propagated at our workshops.  This represents an “Heirloom Collection” of old camellias in the Garden – proceeds go to Hofheimer Camellia Garden at Norfolk Botanical Garden.  Volunteers needed all three days, and for set-up and take down. 

THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2013, 

6:00PM—8:30PM

ANNUAL TRAIN RIDE & PICNIC at NBG’S PICNIC PAVILLION.  In the event of rain, we will meet in Baker Hall.

SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2013, 

10:00AM – 5:00PM

SMITHFIELD GARDENS FLOWER FESTIVAL

RTE 17, 1869 BRIDGE RD., SUFFOLK, VA

Volunteers needed to talk camellias 

All dates are subject to change
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The VCS  MISSION STATEMENT

The Purpose/Mission of the Virginia Camellia Society is to learn and to promote the growth and propagation of the beautiful camellia through meetings, workshops, and through the presentation and sponsorships of annual camellia shows.   (VCS 2004)
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