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A Message from the President

I hope everyone is getting ready for what could be a great year for camellias!  I want to thank all the volunteers that have helped over the past few months with our workshops and all the administrative “leg work” needed to keep the society moving in the right direction.  

The air-layering workshop held in August was a complete success, as you have seen in Winston Gouldin’s (Education Committee Chair), recent update.  We had a wonderful turnout and all the members showed great enthusiasm potting the future of the Hofheimer Camellia Garden and VCS.  I would like to make a special thank you to the Norfolk Botanical Garden staff that helped with the event and also thank Bennett’s Creek Nursery for donating the pots for our plants.   We also had a number of volunteers come out to help sell the remaining air-layers from last year at the Master Gardener Horticulture event at the Virginia Tech Research and Extension Station in September.  We were able to get 5 new members at that event and spoke with many other plant enthusiasts.

I would like to thank the directors that recently finished their terms with the VCS Board, Dave Slemmons and Toni McKenna.  The Society would also like to welcome our new board members, John Moore, Carol Anne Kent, Mathew Gobla, and Daniel Hayworth.  

The Board of Directors and officers worked very hard for you this past year, and have many accomplishments.  Some of these noteworthy accomplishments include planning and hosting the highly successful ACS National Convention and the review and updating the Virginia Camellia Society  By-Laws.  

I would also like to thank Howard Warren.  Howard has been our ACS State Director for the past couple of years.  He graciously filled the vacancy and “Big Shoes” following the passing of our good friend Carol Lee Sutherland, who had been a valuable asset to ACS and VCS for many years.  Howard has initiated great memberships at all of our functions, bringing in valuable contributors to the society.  He has been the greeting face representing ACS and VCS at our tables, and has spread his love and knowledge of camellias to all the interested people he has come in contact with.  Thank you, Howard, for a job well done.

In conclusion, I want all of you to attend our shows this fall and spring, and make a trip to the Hofheimer Camellia Garden at Norfolk Botanical Garden to see this treasured collection.  I challenge you to bring one friend too!  The Society is growing and we need your help to keep it going smoothly.  Thank you for all of your support.

Sincerely,
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Marcus E. Jones

President, Virginia Camellia Society

***********************************************

The VCS  MISSION STATEMENT

The Purpose/Mission of the Virginia Camellia Society is to learn and to promote the growth and propagation of the beautiful camellia through meetings, workshops, and through the presentation and sponsorships of annual camellia shows.   (VCS 2004)

***********************************************

THE AMERICAN CAMELLIA SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Are You a Member of the American Camellia Society?   

No??   Then we have an opportunity you cannot miss!

The ACS Board of Directors recently approved a special 50% membership registration discount for new applicants who are already members of local camellia societies or clubs (like our Virginia Camellia Society). The normal $30 annual membership fee is reduced to $15, individual or joint, if you qualify – and you will receive all the benefits of full ACS membership: the quarterly Camellia Journal, loaded with gorgeous photos of flowering plants and stunning gardens; a copy of Brad King’s very informative booklet, Camellia Culture; the fact-filled  ACS Yearbook, with up-to-date articles of wide interest; access to members-only portions of the ACS web site; and, as a member of ACS’s Massee Lane Gardens, you will be entitled to reciprocal (free or reduced) admission to more than two hundred affiliated botanic gardens across the nation. How ‘bout that?

To qualify for this extraordinary offer, which is available only through December 31, 2012, you must:

      -- Be a current member of VCS, in good standing, and;

      -- Have never been a member of ACS, or are a former member whose ACS membership lapsed at least three years ago.

Interested? Call or email Howard Warren or Toni McKenna for a copy of the special discount application form. Payment may be made to American Camellia Society via check, credit card, or cash.   

VCS FALL WORKSHOP REPORT 2012

   After a string of good weather for our HCG workshops, we had to postpone the Fall Workshop for the second consecutive year, but at least it was not a hurricane that affected us on August 25, 2012. It was just rain.  In 2011, we had our makeup day following a visit from Irene on Labor Day weekend, with resultant poor attendance. This year the board wisely selected the makeup a week later, or two weeks after the original date, with much better results. 

This year 39 people eventually showed up although there was considerable straggling. Since the novices in particular were slow to arrive, we decided to proceed with air-layer removal first. This proved to be especially efficient.  216 air-layers were removed in short order. 

There were 34 failures for a success rate of 85%. We usually have a success rate of 80-85%. Some of the outstanding failures were Yuletide (7/8), Fircone Var. (5/10), Man Size (5/5), John Illges (5/10), Orchid Princess (7/9), Betty Sheffield Dream (2/4) and Silver Waves (3/6). Man Size and Fircone Var were especially surprising as they usually air-layer readily.

After the air-layers were removed and potted, disbudding and gibbing were discussed and demonstrated, and then we proceeded with that.  The pizza was late arriving, but enough people hung around to do away with all of them.  No record was kept of the number of air-layers purchased for $5.00 each, but sales were brisk, and a lot of attendees went home with some prize plants.

                             Winston Gouldin

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

TRANSPLANTING OF MEL AND ELLA STALLINGS'S CAMELLIA COLLECTION

to the Albert G. Horton, Jr. Memorial Veterans Cemetery

NOVEMBER 2, 2012

633 Norcova Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23320

Start at 8:00am- until completed.  The VCS is helping to move some of Mel and Ella Stallings's camellia collection to the Albert G. Horton, Jr. Memorial Veterans Cemetery, as the start of their new memorial-walking garden.  The Horton Cemetery is the largest veteran’s cemetery in the region of southeastern Virginia.  We will be digging 50 camellias from the residence starting at 8:00am, and then driving to the cemetery to plant.  

This is a great opportunity to enhance an already growing and beautiful national treasure.  Please contact Marcus Jones at m1jones@odu.edu for rsvp and any further assistance regarding this project.
VIRGINIA CAMELLIA SOCIETY

CAMELLIA SHOW AND PLANT SALE

NOVEMBER 10, 2012

Norfolk Botanical Gardens

Remember that at 1:00pm on Friday November 9th, 2012, the day before the show, we will be setting up and can use as many volunteers as possible.  Once again we will also need help to unload the great camellia plants coming from Bennett's Creek Nursery for the plant sale on Saturday.  

Bring plenty of blooms Saturday morning – this is always the best part of the show.   Also, plan to support the plant sale!

If you are interested in helping with this effort – you are most welcome.  Please contact Marcus Jones, Larry Barlow or Toni McKenna (contact information below)

VIRGINIA CAMELLIA SOCIETY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS,  2012-2013

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY!

Watch for future revised editions, up-dates, cancellations etc. on our website vacamelliasociety.org or in the VCS newsletter, the garden sections of the VA-Pilot and Daily Press.and to you via email.  (Please be sure we have your correct, current email address.)

          *  *  *  *  * 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2012,  

2:00PM—3:00PM 

Set-up for Camellia Plant Sale & Show in NBG BAKER HALL.  See previous article on this event.  Volunteers continue to be needed, please contact Larry Barlow or Marcus Jones.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2012,

8:00AM—4:00PM 

FALL CAMELLIA SHOW & PLANT SALE at NBG BAKER HALL  -- Placement Committee volunteers must have your own blooms entered by 8:30 so you can help others entering blooms.  Judging begins promptly at 10:30 AM. PLANT SALES START AT 10:00 AM, NOT BEFORE, and end when all plants are sold or by 4:00 PM. Volunteers needed for show, plant sale, and take-down.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2012, 

6:00PM—9:00PM

ANNUAL "GATHERING OF GARDENERS" 

At NBG ROSE GARDEN HALL

Holiday Pot-Luck Dinner & Silent Auction.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2012, 

6:00PM—9:00PM

VCS MEMBERS & GUESTS HOLIDAY POT LUCK PARTY at the FRED HEUTTE CENTER, 1000 Botetourt Gardens, Ghent Square, Norfolk 23507 Bring guest/s and your beverage of choice, a side dish (salad, veggie etc.) or desert, and an item for the silent auction.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2013,

6:00PM – 8:00PM

VCS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING at the NORFOLK BOTANICAL GARDENS

FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 26, 27, 2013  

VIRGINIA FLOWER & GARDEN SHOW, 

at the VA Beach Convention Center.   Member volunteers needed all 3 days to "talk camellias", recruit new members, sell air layers, attend informative classes, and shop and shop at all the wonderful venders!  3 to 4 hour shifts and the rest of the day is yours.  Volunteers needed for all 3 days and for  set-up Thursday and take down Sunday.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 , 2013, 

7:00PM—0830PM

ANNUAL INDOOR CAMELLIA MEETING 

LOCATION TBA  Free and open to the public..
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2013, 

9:00AM—3:00PM

YORK COUNTY'S MASTER GARDENERS HORTICULTURAL EXTRAVAGANZA, TAB HIGH SCHOOL, YORK COUNTY

Volunteers needed to "talk camellias", recruit new members, Sell Air-Layers, enjoy and learn at the other events at the Extravaganza.   

FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2013, 

1:00PM—3:00PM 

SET-UP FOR SPRING SHOW & PLANT SALE 

NBG Rose Garden Hall

Volunteers needed.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2013, 

8:00AM—4:00PM

VCS SPRING CAMELLIA SHOW & 

PLANT SALE 

NBG ROSE GARDEN HALL                  Placement Committee volunteers must have your own blooms entered by 8:30 so you can help others entering blooms.  You do not have to be a member to enter camellia blooms in the show.  There is an award for novice growers.  Judging begins promptly at 10:30.  Show not open to public until judging is over (approx. 12:30).

  Plant sales will begin at 10:00, not before, and end when all available plants are sold or at 4:00 p.m. 

VA Camellia Society & Norfolk Botanical Society members show your membership card at NBG gate.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2013, 

9:30AM—1230PM

HANDS-ON WORKSHOP

NBG HOFHEIMER CAMELLIA GARDEN, 

We will be teaching air layering, pruning, fertilizing/maintenance.  Bring pruning shears and sharp knife. You will be volunteering at NBG so be sure to sign in.  Free & open to the public.  Bad weather date April 13.  

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 20 – 21 2013, 9AM-4PM Saturday | 10AM-4PM Sunday

ANNUAL HERB AND PLANT SALE FESTIVAL, at the FRED HEUTTE CENTER, 1000 Botetourt Gardens, Ghent Square, Norfolk 23507

Information table, air-layering and pruning demo, sell camellia plants from BCWN.  Volunteers needed both days.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2013,

13th AANNUAL GARDENING EVENT

at CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT UNIVERSITY We can do air-layering demos.  Supplies will be needed for demonstrations also.  Volunteers needed to "talk camellias", sell plants if available, and enjoy other activities at this event. There is usually a keynote speaker.

FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY, MAY 10- 12, 2013, 

GARDENER’S MARKET at NBG.  We sell air-layers that have been held over 1-2 years in NBG’s greenhouse, propagated at our workshops.  This represents an “Heirloom Collection” of old camellias in the Garden – proceeds go to Hofheimer Camellia Garden at Norfolk Botanical Garden.  Volunteers needed all three days, and for set-up and take down. 

THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2013, 

6:00PM—8:30PM

ANNUAL TRAIN RIDE & PICNIC at NBG’S PICNIC PAVILLION.  If rain--Baker Hall.

All dates are subject to change
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